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Section A

Answer two questions from this section

1	 (a)	 Clarify how the Synoptic Gospels are similar yet different.	 [20]

	 (b)	 “For scholars, not all solutions to the Synoptic Problem are equally valid.”

		  Critically assess this claim.	 [30]

2	 (a)	 Discuss the ethics of Jesus contained in the Parable of the Rich Fool 
(Luke 12:13–21).	 [20]

	 (b)	 “No one Christological title can describe Jesus.”

		  To what extent do you agree with this claim?	 [30]

3	 (a)	 Examine Mark’s account of the Empty Tomb with particular reference to its 
distinctive features (Mark 16:1–8).	 [20]

	 (b)	 “For Christians today, the resurrection is more about hope than historical fact.”

		  Critically evaluate this statement.	 [30]
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Section B

Synoptic Assessment

Theme: Religious Texts, Authority and Interpretation

You must answer this question

4	 (a)	 “Religious texts can be used to condemn or condone.”

		  With reference to one example, present a case for this statement. 
You must support your answer with reference to at least one other unit of study.	 	
		  [20]

	 (b)	 With reference to other aspects of human experience, critically assess how far 
religious leaders can effectively influence wider society.	 	
		  [30]
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Section A

Answer two questions from: question 1 (pages 4 to 11), 
question 2 (pages 12 to 19), and question 3 (pages 20 to 27).

1	 (a)	 Clarify how the Synoptic Gospels are similar yet different.	 [20]
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	 (b)	 “For scholars, not all solutions to the Synoptic Problem are equally valid.”

		  Critically assess this claim.	 [30]
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2	 (a)	 Discuss the ethics of Jesus contained in the Parable of the Rich Fool 
(Luke 12:13–21).	 [20]
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	 (b)	 “No one Christological title can describe Jesus.”

		  To what extent do you agree with this claim?	 [30]
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3	 (a)	 Examine Mark’s account of the Empty Tomb with particular reference to its 
distinctive features (Mark 16:1–8).	 [20]
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	 (b)	 “For Christians today, the resurrection is more about hope than historical fact.”

		  Critically evaluate this statement.	 [30]
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Section B

You must answer this question (pages 28 to 35).

4	 (a)	 “Religious texts can be used to condemn or condone.”

		  With reference to one example, present a case for this statement. 
You must support your answer with reference to at least one other unit of study.	 	
		  [20]
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	 (b)	 With reference to other aspects of human experience, critically assess how far 
religious leaders can effectively influence wider society.	 [30]
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